April 3, 2017 Borough Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Stewartstown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were: Gordon Wisnom, Roy Burkins, Kenton Kurtz, Michael Ellinger, Donna Bloom and Polly Kreiss. Also in attendance were: Mayor Herzberger, Attorney Craig Sharnetzka, Dennis Sarpen, Ira Walker and Stacy Myers.  Bill Gemmill was absent. 
GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr. Ellinger made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 6, 2017 Council meeting.  Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried.
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the general fund financial statements, including checks dated March 4th through March 31st, 2017 totaling $25,907.86 seconded by Ms. Bloom and the motion was carried. 
Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the sewer fund financial statement, including checks dated March 4th through March 31st, 2017 totaling $57,107.61 seconded by Mr. Kurtz and the motion was carried.  
Ms. Bloom made a motion to approve the water fund financial statement, including checks dated March 4th through March 31st, 2017 totaling $27,367.80 seconded by Ms. Kreiss and the motion was carried. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments at tonight’s meeting. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Attorney Sharnetzka stated that on March 15 there was a litigation meeting with the insurance attorney for Shenk and the former Chief of Police.  The meeting was to obtain George Cunningham’s recollection of events during the time Shenk was charged.  Attorney Sharnetzka stated he felt the meeting had a good outcome. 
There is a bond that goes to October 4th for the Dollar General U & O.  There is no new update on the work that needs to be completed.  It was the consensus of Council to have a letter drafted and sent stating that the Borough needs information on the Dollar General’s plan to complete the work no later than Council’s May meeting.  
Attorney Sharnetzka stated that he reviewed the Police agreements.

Attorney Sharnetzka stated that the Ravenscliffe developer’s agreement (30-40 pages) has been received. Mr. Sarpen also provided a page of notes so that Attorney Sharnetzka can write a response to the agreement.  The plan calls for an 8-10 year build out. 
Ms. Manser signed the proposed settlement release agreement and checks were issued. 

Friday, June 23rd at People’s Stadium is Municipal night at the ballpark for those interested in attending. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Sarpen stated that the new Block Grant cycle is starting if there is any interest.
There was not a quorum for the last Authority meeting so there could be no discussion on the Cemetery Avenue sewer extension suggestion.  Extending the sewer in this area will only connect 2 additional homes.

Mr. Sarpen received an email from the Ravenscliffe/Cloverfield consultant. The Consultant was inquiring about the final plan submission; however, the preliminary plan must be finalized first.

Mr. Ellinger suggested that E. PA Avenue should be paved across to the property line.  It was stated that the Ordinance requires a sidewalk, so this suggestion is not valid.  Streets and Roads Committee will consider other areas that may need to be completed.
SEWER / WATER SUPERVISOR REPORT

Mr. Walker presented his report to Council.

Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the cost of $2,127.92 for parts and repairs for the heating system at the sewer plant by Spangler-Boyer. Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the cost of $793.00 to MTEK for miscellaneous chemicals at the sewer plant.  Ms. Kreiss seconded and the motion was carried.

Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the cost of $200.65 for a new sump pump from Grainger.  Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried.
MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Herzberger stated that there is a new formula for determining the budget and billing hours for the Police Department.  PPUs will be the tracking factor, where calls will be considered incidents and they will all be tracked.  Traffic stops will not be considered incidents.  The PPUs factor 520 blocks of timer per year.  This will allocate time per municipality. Employment of Officers will be based on the hours of calls which will also be the base of the budget. New Freedom is asking to amend the terms of the agreement no later than April 30th.  An advertisement will need to be created to enact the Ordinance.  Attorney Sharnetzka stated that the current language is vague; the formula is not listed and the numbers are not listed.  He does feel that the PPU arrangement allows each municipality to pay for what they get. 
Council recognized Officer Daryl Smuck.  Officer Smuck also explained the PPU method, which is based on the number of calls.  He is looking for an indication that Council is on board with PPUs and staffing, but understands the formula needs to be written and presented to Council for voting next month. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Mr. Wisnom had nothing to report.
There being no further business, Mr. Kurtz made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Burkins and the Stewartstown Borough Council meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy McCartin

Minute Taker/Transcriber  
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