October 5, 2015 Borough Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Stewartstown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were: Gordon Wisnom, Roy Burkins, Jerry Writer, Kenton Kurtz, Michael Ellinger and Polly Kreiss. Also in attendance were: Mayor Herzberger, Attorney Craig Sharnetzka, Melissa Matthews, Dennis Sarpen and Ira Walker. Bill Gemmill was absent.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 8, 2015 Council meeting. Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion was carried.
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the general fund financial statements, including checks dated September 4th through October 1st, 2015 totaling $56,646.42, seconded by Mr. Burkins and the motion was carried.  
Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the sewer fund financial statement, including checks dated September 4th through October 1st, 2015 totaling $29,835.71 seconded by Ms. Kreiss and the motion was carried.  
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the water fund financial statement, including checks dated September 4th through October 1st, 2015 totaling $28,917.70 seconded by Mr. Burkins and the motion was carried.. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Walker, on behalf of Eureka Fire Company, was recognized by Council.  The Fire Police Captain of North Hopewell/Winterstown is requesting Fire Police assistance on October 23, 24 and 30th from 6 to 10 pm.  Mr. Ellinger made a motion to approve the request contingent upon receiving a written request from North Hopewell/Winterstown.  Ms. Kreiss seconded and the motion was carried. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Attorney Sharnetzka stated that he has received responses to motions on the Tracy Shenk case.  He will have a report for the November meeting.
The Flood Plain Ordinance was reviewed and because the Borough is an "A" rated municipality under the National Flood Plain guide, no new Ordinances are needed.

The health insurance within the Borough is ok and meets requirements.

The lease for the commercial unit in the municipal building has been signed by the tenant, Jeanie Olson and Council Chair, Mr. Wisnom.

32 South Main Street has requested an application for upgrades.  Commercial information was not found and Labor & Industry approval is needed. 

Employee handbook notes will be sent to Mr. Kurtz for the committee review.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Sarpen was recognized by Council.   Mr. Sarpen discussed the situation regarding the land development plan and the actual view of the property at 9 N. Hill Street.  Commonwealth Code only looks at the building, not the landscaping or area around the building.   Mr. Kurtz made a motion to send a letter to the owner of 9 N. Hill stating that immediate action needs to be taken or Council will take action.  Mr. Ellinger seconded and the motion was carried with Mr. Wisnom abstaining.  
Mr. Kurtz revised the above motion to state that the area needs to have 4 trees and the grass strip (in place of a driveway onto Route 851) and show proof of a curb.  The deadline for this to be completed is 12/31/2015.  Mr. Ellinger seconded and the motion was carried, with Mr. Wisnom abstaining.
OPERATOR’S REPORT
Mr. Walker presented his report for Council. 
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the payment of $292 to Security Fence for six new gate openers at the sewer plant.  Mr. Writer seconded and the motion was carried.
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the payment of $363.84 to HACH for lab equipment and supplies at the water department.  Also included in the cost is a new ph meter to replace a 3-year old unit.  Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried.
Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the purchase of heating oil for the sewer plant at a cost of $1.75/gallon.  Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Writer made a motion to approve the payment of $236.66 to Scott's Repair for small engine work on a 2" utility pump and portable air compressor.

Mr. Kurtz made a motion to allow the cost of up to $8,000 to Calgon for the technician and necessary parts for the bulb and card replacement on the UV banks.  Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the cost of up to $4,000 for a technician and parts for the main sludge pump inside the sewer plant.  A plunger and packing needs to be replaced.  Mr. Writer seconded and the motion was carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Herzberger had nothing to report.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Mr. Burkins made a motion to allow the advertising of the Solicitation Ordinance (Ordinance 2015-3), seconded by Mr. Ellinger and the motion was carried.
Mr. Wisnom asked Council to review the draft budget for next month.

Glen Rock is opting out of police services with Southern Regional.  Currently, Southern Regional is down from 15 Officers to 13.  Next year, the Borough will request only 2 Officers for the Carnival.  No negative police issues have been reported to members of Council.
There being no further business, Mr. Kurtz made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Writer and the Stewartstown Borough Council meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy McCartin

Minute Taker/Transcriber  
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