October 2, 2017 Borough Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Stewartstown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were: Gordon Wisnom, Bill Gemmill, Roy Burkins, Kenton Kurtz, Donna Bloom, Polly Kreiss and Michael Ellinger. Also in attendance were: Mayor Herzberger, Attorney Craig Sharnetzka, Ira Walker, Stacy Myers and Jason Brenneman.  
GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 5, 2017 Council meeting. Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried.
Mr. Ellinger made a motion to approve the general fund financial statements, including checks dated September 1st through September 29th, 2017 totaling $39,340.58 seconded by Ms. Kreiss and the motion was carried. 
Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the sewer fund financial statement, including checks dated September 1st through September 29th, 2017 totaling $27,006.50 seconded by Ms. Bloom and the motion was carried.  
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the water fund financial statement, including checks dated September 1st through September 29th, 2017 totaling $29,615.94 seconded by Ms. Bloom and the motion was carried. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Council recognized SueEllen Kneller and Christy Freese from HARP.   They were present to request an increase in the donation this year.  They stated that bills have increased but donations are down.  They have cut staff hours from 15 hours a week to 8 hours a week.  They did not mulch this year either.  The mowing costs have increased.  They have purchased cameras for a $1020 annual fee because of the issues with vandalism.  The Treasurer is leaving so a new one will need to be found for this volunteer position.  The fees that were obtained from the Cloverfield development can be used for improvements and operating costs.  The last increase was in 2009.  Mr. Kurtz made a motion to increase the donation by $2,000/year.  Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Attorney Sharnetzka stated that the Cloverfield plans have been recorded. There are two more easement agreements that need to be recorded, but the development should be ready to go. 
The Falkler plan has been revised and will be submitted.

The owners of the Dollar General want to be released from their agreements and bonds.  There is a developer’s agreement in place thru June 2018.  Mr. Brenneman stated that some areas have grass that is starting to take, but he does have concerns about some areas and recommends waiting until spring to see how the plants and shrubs will take.  Mr. Ellinger made a motion to leave the bond and agreement in place.  Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried.

Attorney Sharnetzka does not have any update on the Shenk issue.

At this time, 7:30 pm, Mr. Kurtz made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Kreiss and the regular meeting of the Stewartstown Borough Council was adjourned.

A Public Hearing was held to discuss the request for an Intermunicipal Transfer of a Liquor License to Stewartstown Borough.  A stenographer was present to record the hearing. 
Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the transfer of the Liquor License for Rutter’s.  Ms. Bloom seconded with the following roll call vote:

Those that voted “Yes” – Mr. Burkins, Mr. Kurtz, Ms. Bloom

Those that voted “No” – Ms. Kreiss, Mr. Wisnom, Mr. Gemmill, Mr. Ellinger

Mr. Gemmill made a motion to adjourn the special hearing.  Ms. Kreiss seconded and the hearing was adjourned at 8:06 pm.  

Mr. Wisnom began the Stewartstown Borough Council meeting at 8:02 pm.

Mr. Gemmill made a motion to approve Ordinance 2017-02 which denies the application for the Intermunicipal Transfer of Liquor license. Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Brenneman stated that a notice to proceed went out on 9/29/17 for the Cemetery Avenue restoration.  A preconstruction meeting is to be held tomorrow at 10 am.   The project is to be completed by 10/15/2017. 

A revised plan was received for the Falkler subdivision plan.  There are issues that the Authority needs to address, therefore it is not ready for approval.   Mr. Wilson is adding to his current lot which does not require additional sewer and water.

Mr. Brenneman met with Dan Kincaid of High Street and his Springwood Avenue neighbor to find a solution to his storm water issues.  The solution will be difficult to solve without causing even more issues.  Flooding will be a major issue.  A feasibility study will be completed to see what will work.   The estimate for the work is $20,000. 

There is also a storm water issue for 18 and 20 West PA Avenue, across from Rutter’s.  There are 2 pipes with inlets to a large concrete box.  The pipes are metal and deteriorating.  The $34,000 estimate includes installation, digging up pavement, restoration of driveway and a new concrete box.  It was the consensus of Council to add this to next year’s streets and roads budget. 

The inlet at Main Street goes under the sidewalk at 58 South Main Street.  Replacing pipe, sidewalk and driveway restoration will be included.  Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve up to $9,800 to correct the issue with the Borough employee’s help. Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion was carried.

SEWER / WATER SUPERVISOR REPORT

Mr. Walker presented his report to Council.

Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the purchase of a new rim and tire for the skid loader at the sewer plant for a cost of $333.00 from Rigdon’s Tire Service.  Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried. 
MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Herzberger had nothing to report tonight. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Mr. Wisnom requested that Council review the 2018 budget for the November meeting.  Please add the additional $2,000 for the HARP donation. 

Mr. Gemmill stated that Section 3 of the Nuisance Ordinance pertaining to junked and abandoned vehicles need to be reviewed.   Wade Portner can enforce the Ordinance and fine the property owners. 

There being no further business, Mr. Kurtz made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Ellinger and the Stewartstown Borough Council meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy McCartin

Minute Taker/Transcriber  
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